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the parallel conviction that the union of Germany and
Russia ' would form a powerful stronghold for the
maintenance of peace.' He reminded the Tsar of past
benefits received: he quite understood that he was
anxious to be on good terms with England, and had not
felt a moment's uneasiness about his meeting with King
Edward at Reval, but he regretted * the patent fact'
that Russia was drawing away from Germany and knitting
herself up with nations unfriendly to her. Why this
drift ? Why this unwarranted mistrust ? He, too,
wanted to be friends with England, and he was rejoiced
to think that Uncle Bertie and Aunt Alix were to pay a
state visit to Berlin next month. That also ought to
have great results for the peace of the world. Anything
for peace. . . .*

This visit had been promised when uncle and nephew
had met last August at Friedrichshof. The King did not
want to go; he had stipulated that the Emperor's last
visit to Windsor should not render him liable to returning
it at Berlin, but he had now been on the throne for eight
years, he had paid state visits to Portugal, Italy, France,
Greece, Spain, Norway, Sweden and Denmark, as well
as meeting the Tsar at Reval, and never yet had he entered
his nephew's capital: it was well that he and the Queen
should remedy an omission which was becoming marked.
February was not the ideal month for pageants, and
the King was far from well, for in the months of early
spring he was especially subject to bronchial attacks
which were very exhausting and had begun to cause
much anxiety.

The opening scene of the state entry did not promise
very brilliantly.    The Victoria and Albert had been delayed
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